Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 V AT, LET 00549 132135Z 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 /068 W 

140939Z 111127/15 

R 131518Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7382 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE VALLETTA 0549 
E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, MT, LAR, EG, GW 

SUBJECT: LIBYAN-EGYPTIAN BATTLE OF INVECTIVES EMBROILS 
MALTA/DEUTSCHE WELLE 

1 . IN A MAY 1 1 CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF, A HIGH WEST 
GERMAN OFFICIAL OF THE DEUTSCHE WELLE (WEST GERMAN STATE 
RADIO) STATION IN MALTA CONFIRMED RECENT REPORTS THAT ANTI- 
SADAT PROPAGANDA HAS BEEN EMANATING FROM THEIR BROADCASTING 
STUDIOS. HE QUICKLY CLAIMED THAT THIS HAD OCCURRED WITHOUT 
THE KNOWLEDGE OR APPROVAL OF STATION AUTHORITIES, NONE OF 
WHOM UNDERSTAND MALTESE OR ARABIC. IN EXPLAINING HOW THIS 
COULD OCCUR, HE STATED THAT UNDER THE TERMS OF THE 
AGREEMENT ESTABLISHING THE STATION, THE GOVERNMENT OF 
MALTA WAS ALLOTTED A LIMITED AMOUNT OF AIR TIME EACH DAY, 

PART OF WHICH THE GOM APPARENTLY HAD SOLD TO LIBYA. THIS 
SHARING WITH LIBYA WAS UNKNOWN TO DEUTSCHE WELLE 
OFFICIALS AND IS BELIEVED TO BE IN VIOLATION OF THE 
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AGREEMENT. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE SAME SOURCE, EGYPTIAN AUTHORITIES 
HAVE TAKEN CONSIDERABLE UMBRAGE OVER THESE BROADCASTS 
FROM MALTA, AND HAVE PROTESTED TO PRIME MINISTER MINTOFF 
THROUGH THE LOCAL EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR. REPORTEDLY MINTOFF 
GAVE A CURT DISMISSAL TO THE EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR. 
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WHEREUPON THE LATTER COMPLAINED DIRECTLY TO THE GERMAN 
EMBASSY IN MALTA, WHICH HAS TAKEN UP THE MATTER WITH BONN. 
POSSIBLY AS A RESULT, A SENIOR DEUTSCHE WELLE OFFICIAL 
FROM BONN IS SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE IN MALTA THIS WEEKEND ON 
AN "UNOFFICIAL VACATION". 

3. A GERMAN EMBASSY OFFICIAL TOLD EMBOFF THAT HE BELIEVES 
THE EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR ALSO HAS CONTACTED THE KUWAITI 
EMBASSY IN MALTA TO ENLIST ITS AID IN APPLYING PRESSURE 

ON MINTOFF TO HALT THE LIBYAN BROADCASTS. 

4. COMMENT: WHEN THIS CONTROVERSY IS PICKED UP BY THE 
MALTESE PRESS, AS IT IS LIKELY TO BE, IT WILL ADD ANOTHER 
DIMENSION TO GROWING DOMESTIC CRITICISM OF MINTOFF'S POLICY 
OF INVOLVING MALTA IN ARAB AFFAIRS. (THE LONDON DAILY 
TELEGRAPH CARRIED A STORY ABOUT IT ON MAY 10, BUT THUS FAR 
IT HAS NOT SURFACED LOCALLY.) THIS EPISODE ALSO IS ANOTHER 
EXAMPLE OF MINTOFF’S EMPHASIS ON HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH 
LIBYA - EVEN TO THE EXCLUSION OF OTHER NEARBY ARAB COUNTRIES. 
LAINGEN 
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